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lJnrlcl rhc lÌovcr)rìrcrlr of_ i-:izrro Cír'rlctl¡s, hc rvrts r¡L>lc to

rcrr¡r'n in ll)39 to lvlcxico.
SiqLriclos blolic rvith C)rírclcnrs, horvcvcr', over thc À'lcx-

icrn ¡1r>vclnnrcnr's rlccision to ßr¡1ì( l..corì 'Iiotsky poliricll
lsl,lrrnr. Sir¡rriclos corsidclcd l'totsl<1' r¡¡i-$¡¡1'¡"t tncl lcd .r

fìilc11 ltrcnrpt to rssrssrlrìtc lìinr in 1940. ln thc tri¡l fbr thi.s

rrttcnr¡r: hc rvas lcqrritLcd ofr lro¡rticiclc bLlt rvc¡t intr¡ cxilc,
rhis ri¡rc Lo Chilc in 194L lle lctuLncd ro Mcxico in 1944,

sLrppolLcrl b¡ tlrc iJ.S. govcnÌn1c¡t rs pllr: of ¡ts lr,¡rrimc pol-
icy ol' rrrcnrlrtinl¡ to ibstc¡ I)¡¡-Âr¡cr'ìcan solidarit¡, Lry cnlisr
ing l,ltin Ânrclicln irlists irì rltc c;rnrpeign eglinst flscisrrr.

Ar rìris timc Siclucilos lcccivecl tlrc.suppott of thc lì.oclçcfèllcr

lic¡LrnrlrrLrorr fol a printin¡¡ of José lvl,rrtí rrcl Al¡r'aham Lil-
col¡, Ì øo ,^4otthtiit k:aIs oJ'Amrrim.

Irr rlrc ¡'osnu.'r 1',ri',,1 rlrcru 'v,t: ,ur i¡t.tc:tsc ir.,'rr'
s('uction, givinß ncw lilc ro mulal painting. Sicltrcìros bcgan

bL¡r dicl ¡ir¡r cotttplctc Pttricitns tnl llttricituL I(i/ltrs ¡ntl
,\íon¡øntnt to Gt:¡tttl lgtacio Àlfundc in ¡ ltor¡cr collvcnt in
Sarr Migucl cLc Âllcrlrlc, rvhctc hc rves tcaching in etr itrtcrne-
rionâl ¡rr stlrdùnr school. l_lc also Pairrtccl scvetal r*,otl<s on

rhe Azrcc hcro. Crr¿Lrhtcrnoc. On ¿n extcr'ior lv¿ll clI Lhc

ednri¡is¡¡ation builcling o1t rl¡c Ir¡uiou¡l univcrsity, hc crcatcd

a suiìcirrg, rhlcc-clinrc¡sionll "sculllture ¡rainting," I hc l'>coplc

n tc Onitrit.y tn¿/ t/¡t Unittt¡it)' ro fu Pcoplc. Nonethelcss,

dcspiLc his fanrc, hc wls inrprisoucd fronr 1960 to 1964 dur-
ing l pcriod oir lrlri Conrnrtrnìst lirvol Lrndcr rbc govcurlllcrlt
ol-A.dollo l"ripcz lVf¡tcos. Vhilc incar-ccratccl hc con¡inucd to

¡r,rint and hld an cxhibìtion of his "pLison paitrrings" scvclrl
rvccks aflcl his lclcasc.

'fh" Sisrc¡nr,4lirnc¡rrr'ìo Mcxicuno (Mcxican Foorl Sysr:crn)

rvas a¡r ìnno'etivc Iolic1, ¡¡ {l¡r.,,, th'lt rtttcrn¡rtc<l both to
r'clitin nerioull gr'irirr sclllsulficicncy end to rc<lucc lturri¡cl in
À4cxìco. I(no*'n âs rhc SAIV, its srlategy \\¡rs to usc Pctro
lc,.,nr lc.,cr¡Lrcs to inviJ¡or'ltc ¡rcestttr nqr'rcttlrutc lrlcl to n¡alic

Lrasic lìocls rllorc lìcccssil)lc to lorv-incor¡c cotrs^urìr.:rs. 
^l 

ir

Liùlr: rr,ltcn tìrc Ll.S. ¡:,orclnrncrrr *'es rrsirtrl lbod cx¡ror'ts ,ts 
't't

irt,.nrliiorrrl ¡olìticrl rr',:'r1,i:rr rrrrl IJcri,:,r ir',rs ,,:jl, ¡lrrlÌ
cnLr),inro (ìcncril -Â11r'r:cnrcrL on lirrìifs rnrl 'lìrrrìc (lì¡\'l i),
Lhr: SÂM chrllcn¡1t:cl thc 

'r,:o,:l.issi.,,tl 
t:conomic doctrinc ol

corÌlJ)iìrr(ivc edvrrLrrlc. llcr::rLrsr: <¡f ìts hr:¡vv Icli:rncr: on srlb-

sirlics, horvcvcr, it ,ìicl not oLrtiivc thc oil boonr. 'l hc S¡\ìr'1

rt", 
",¡¡¡t,,,,:,:,1 

o¡ \,irr,b l¡1, l!¡l{1, ll:c 42d rr¡¡ivcls.uv,¡l
rlr, r.il ¡;rir:¡,riÌ;¡.rri,¡¡. rrrrl ir lrrrlr:rl ir il)3.], rvirh rhr r:l¡:c r:l'
r lr c :r J nr i n ìs r r ¡ I io n ol l)rt:ritir:¡L José Lri¡cr- |orr iJlo.

'l-l¡c SÂNl \\,i\ I)ì t of rhc b¡o¡rìcr ¡rojr:t:r ol rrrrrionrlist
cco¡o¡ìi(: cleyclopnrc¡t ¡ru¡sLr,:,1 by sIifìin¡', colìirions ol

Anrong his lìn,rl otrttloor''rÌL¡râls it) Mcxico (lity rvcrc

li'ott Potliúo to tl lüDalutior,'l L, lll¿tt /,' of llrntanity, nnd

I lontg,: to Ditgo llit,rta, ./osl Olcntrn: Orozto, ./as/ Guatltlt¡e
Posarlt, ltopoltlo Ìllln¿lu, Dt. At/.. IIc crc.n clid rur crscl

¡r;iinrìng, C'lr.lrr, ¡orv in rhc Vatican MLrscum. l-lc dicd in
(lrrern¡v¡c¿ on Janualy 6, I')74. )-Ic was nl:urierl to Angélica
,4r'c¡rl rnd hacl onc cltrLghtcr.

'ì'hc l¡cst nrr¡r'als of: Sirluciros erc urcmor¡blc fol their
vivrrl cololing :tnd.^rvce1>ing visu:rl irnpucr:, cltlnratictll¡, involv-
ing thc vicrvcr. 'l hc¡' ef¡",r ¡r[c dor]rinatc(l by his idcological

Pcrspccti\¡c bccausc hc rlrveys u,rs conrmitteil ro thc idcâ thiÌt
rcvolurion lequilccl a levoluriolìiry arr.,AlthoLrgh hc consid-

crccl his ¡rrrr'¡ls his rnost importanu worl<s, ir wrÌs thlough his

erscl ¡raintirrg rhrr hc srrlvivccl 1ìnancially. Morcovcr', rhcsc

srulllcr' woLl<s ol'(c11 rcvcll lr rllolc scnsjtivc, iosightfirl ertist,

lurl hil,c significently conrlibrrrccl to his rcputation.
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cnLrcl)rcùcLirial rrDcl Po¡rtrlisr: slatc ¡ììilnrlgels betlvcctr 1 97 I

rnd 1982. ÂlthoLrgh rhc S-Aìr4'.s fìcrs orì ir!lriculturìl issrcs

lcÍlcctccÌ thc ¡roliricrrl strrlcurirrc ovcl rvbcthcr to ,oll b,r,:lt or

dccpcn rlrc aqrxrìrn rcl¡rnl, it uls thc lest conr¡rr:hcttsivc
gorcurrcnl ¡olicy inLcndcd to ntlkr: frnriÌy fìr'rring cco

norricrrlly viablc.
'l hc S,AÀ4 strirlclÌ)¡ \,rs^ r¡n ,.LrtrLrIcll'r lìrI rl \\'ìtl,: r'¡rrÍÌc of

Ir, 
I ) \ ' ( ' r J r r ì ) i : r r r ìiJ oilì:i¡i\ì L rIrir:rl l] rt rr,r |r )¡' [¡, ì\4,::i,:<r':i I h(r:

ì:rr'11c rur'rty of_ st;tLr:'orvrlcLl crrtctl:rtiscs irtvolt'r:rl irl arìriallltLrrc

iil(l rìr,ro lnalusLry. 'l hlcc li.ir¡ds olt lr',;gr':rrtrs nlidc LrP rlìc (ìorc

of Lhc stlercJ¡y, lìirsr:, S-¡\ìvf ,limed sLrbsiclìes fo r: pr',,drrccl
in¡rLrLs (rllrnly ¡:r'crlit and ;r1¡r ochcnr iclls) xt incrcirlsinri grtirl
yi,l,1s iir r;rin Ii:rl ¡r',:,r.. S,:,r,r¡,1, SÂ\,1 irlr:¡crrscrJ llo\rclnnrcrr(
arll-1 I)r'o,.r r'clrr:r:r ¡rìr:cs ir¡ r¡ ¡flì¡r'r !a irrt:rcrì"ia rlt,: rr',¡ s,¡,t'tr

in(l rrounl r¡¡r'Icrr:rl.'ì-hirrl, SA\4 i¡clc¡s¡:d thr: ntt¡rbcr oJ

sr.rbsirlizcrl lcrr¡ii fì¡,¡Ll rl isuibirlron l)rol) f iìrrÌs, rirlcJ rtl rtrrkirr¡1

sLitpl,: lì:orls nrorc rcccssiL)l(: (o llrc rrrbrn,trrd r't,r,rl poor'
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ln precricc, ¡ruch of thc SAlvl inrplcnentrrion wrs
tlo¡ri¡retctl l>y' ¡,ovcr-nnrcrtr n¡¡r:ncics rvith ¡rlioritics thet dil-
lìrcd fìo¡r Lhc lcfìrrnr's xrclìirccts. Most.rgliculrLrllI pro-
glanrs dclivcrccl rììorc rcsolriccs Lo tradiriottally fìrvolcrl eìircs

insiclc rncl oLrrsidc rhe statc, rlthough rnidc{lc 1>e;rslnrs wiLh
sur'¡>lLrs-1'rloducing porcrlrial âlso [ìxincd grcarcr âcccss ro
inpLrrs rnd sLrpporr priccs. Not rll food l)oJicy implcnlerìr.
tir¡¡ rvls "nrolc of Lhe s:tnre," horvcvcr'. 'Ihc Pclslnr SLolc:

¡roßrùn1, orßinizc({ joinLly by chc sLauc ¡;r'ain com¡âny
CONASUPO rncl thr: ruLipovclty p¡oflr¡¡n COPL,{M,¡'I{,
rlrrgcred corlsllmcr .sub"^idics co rììillions cll: rulal pool fol rhe
fìr.sr r¡¡rc, Mosr ìrrpolrrnrl¡ rhc viÌie1;c srores dcljl)crarcly

¡rr,,rrr.'t,.1 rlr, , r'r.rrio¡r ,,1 rrgiùllrl ','||sr¡r)ì, f :rsrr,, ì.Iri,,rlr t,¡
encorìlige accouDr¡l)lc progrxrn ilnflelnelrtario¡. Vithou¡
che conlbinrtion of prc.ssu¡c borh f¡-orrr ¡bovc lnd flo¡r
l¡elorv, thc foocl rlrcly rvoulcl havc l¡ccn clclìve¡cd ro rlÌe vil-
l:tgc sLolcs. Many of rhcse lcgionrl associaLiorìs gainc(1 rcla-
!ivc xutonomy fìor¡ rhe s¡atc, iurd rhcir lllol)ilizxrion ensrrlcrl
rhc survivrl of chc ploglanr lor at lcas¡ a cLccrcle aftcr thc cncl

ol'Lhe l.ó¡rcz- Portillo ¡clmilisr¡ltio¡r.'fhis dc facto coalition
l¡errveen ru¡onomous socirl orgrrìiz¡tions ¡nd rcfol'mist ofli-
cills was rhc firsc narionll cxpcricncc wich what wolìld comc
¡¡ be callecL r0 ccttlción taci¿\.

soclt^1. cA t'lJoL.ic)sM t i/t7
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Social Ca¡hoÌicisrr (lcnores ¿ corììnro¡l vision or icicology
consriirured tllrouglì .lìe collective ilctions of a nrLrltipiiciry of
inclivicluals, orßînizîtioos, aud rnovclncr)rs lhar sorrght to
challclgc the I)lrlì row.lrd a sccLrhr¡zcd sociery set by linc-
rccr)[h-cclìrLlry ]ibc¡¡l rc[orlr- . ÂlthoLrgh sLrcl] Dìovc¡ìÌellus
wcic corìrrìrorì in nrrrch of thc Cetholic wolld, in Mcxico
socirl Cârholicism enrerßcd as a poliric^l folcc in rhc cally-
twcûricrh-cenrury contcxt ol revolLltion aDcl ¡ccons¡ruc¡ioD.
Roughll, lls¡1vc¿¡1 1900 and J926 a mrrlripliciLy ol- loc;ìlly
corìsrìrulc(l rrovc|r)cnls solLghr ro lccstlblislr thc basis for
lcli¡5ioLr"^ ìofìrrencc irr public lrfì r.hloLr¡1h:rl ortlÌo(lox adher-
cncc to (ì¡hoìic dogrur errd â progrcssivc cririgue ol' libcLll
socìcry. lriLi:rlly, the ¡ralish slructr¡r'c bcclrmc the orgrniz-a
Lìonll ¡nclns :rlrd sp:rcc l'ìrL lhcsc novr:nrcnts, pr'ovicling, r
!:oDsritLrrrìcy iìs wall. lllir by thc 1920s a srrùn{l erììphxsis orr

1;r'r:lcssio¡el rìsi_o(:ì1rii¡¡rJ :ri:I rts ìrrlrr¡r' lr)ij(]lrr ILr¡;Jìc(l aÒciiìj
(lurholic i¡iriutivcs to t,lo¡rt bloa,Jcr' sprìti¡l piìrirjrc(.:rs.

lÌisroriceliy, socìrl (ìirLhr¡Iicisnr bccrr¡c clefinecl ìn
riìrca rlroirrallLs, LlLorr¡3)r thlr:L: di1'fcrtrrL polìricei tciÌirlrs. lt
ärst rl,as dcfinctl rhroLr¡ih thc V:tticrn,:is it ldjLr"^re<l ro rhc
ììrc¡r:h ììrvr¡lurion ¡nrl rhr: ¡ostr:oloni;rI r.¡Iignnrcnr ol
.l)rircil-stxtì rclltiors irl i-¿rirr An¡cli.:r 'l hc V¡lir:¡t¡ vlr:rv is

r:rlc1ìrlly ¡rlotLctì iliroLrgÌr ii serids arf l,lrr-rlirr.rccnrll-carliLrry

papal c¡cyclicùls thar prescnt a cririquc o1'rnodcrn socìcry
including lr condenlr'ìarion of socielism, adhcrcncc to thc
Surnt 7-l:tto/ogicn of St. 'l'bom¡s ÂqLrìnas, the corìcepriorì of
a Chrisrian srrrc, lr defr:lìsc of worl(els, arìd orhcr cor'rtcftìpo-
r¡ry thcmcs. Sccoucl, ir wiÌs (lcfirìccL throrrgh thc Mcxican
Ìì¡riscop;rtc, ls it atljrrsted to rhc Iiberrl tcfo¡rrrs of 1857
rhrough 1867. Finally, ir rvas clcfi¡cd rhrough rhe lorvcr
clcrgy ancl l:rir¡ both of whiclì wc¡e Ioc¡l intermcdialics
Lrc¡wccn church hicrlrchy and rhc ûl¡sscs of C¡rlrolic Mexi-
cnns. ln ¡ll crses, rhc lìcvoluriolrâry l)rocc$s ¡[Lcr ] 9I 0 rr'¡¡rs-

lolr':lccÌ thc slrlccs of socill iìcIi.]rÌ; howcvcr-, rhc Iìcvolurion
shc¡ulrl ¡ot L>c rrntlc¡stoorl âs ir poinr of closurc or rhc an(l of
ru crx. 'l'hc cncl of sociel C¡tholici.^nr in ì\,lcxico wrs irìstcr(l
scr irì rhc contcxt ol rhc 1926.-29 Clistr:ro lìr:bcì1ion.

.Sr;¡¡,, autLo,'s r l r s t i r r ll L r i s l r "civi,:",¡criorr rv it h i¡r ¡hcr

blourìr:r'crt<rqor¡ ol_ socirrl ¡¡:iior Ìrl iltìs sr:lrtrlr:, (ìiYi(: ratìorl

¡rcrrrìns- morc dìr'ccrl¡, ¡¡ ìrirt), poliric-s, whil¿ socixl ¡clron

l)oscd rlìc ¡pplicition of Christilu ¡rlincipÌcs tlilci:tly to socr-

.rv'.r lllirssc! irr rhc h.,1:.,s of ir¡¡r,iriurlll r¡c¡ (¡rrior:ì¡rrlly) tr,

tlrc r:hLrr'ch rhroLr¡¡h nons:rcrcd nìc:rns.'lhis strilrcßy soLìilhr ro

srrc¡r¡rhcn Lhc plrislr srl'lrcrlrrc iis rhc b:rsis ol (lîtholic r¡:li_

¡¡ìosir¡,end irrthority, ¡¡rl ro tui.ul.rrc sociiìl r.riorr witllìrì
i:ivil so,:ìci¡'tìrrorglr (ìrrLlroiì.: olliiuir/.¡ritns rlirci:Lr:rl it¡'i,riry,
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