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Under the government of Lizaro Cdrdenas, he was able o
recrn in §939 ro Mexico.

Siquicros breke with Cidrdenas, however, over the Mex-
ican government’s decision to grant Leon Trowsky polivical
asylum. Siguicros considered Trousky antd-Sovier and Jed a
failed attermpt to assassinare him in 1940, In the wial for this
attempt he was acquitted of homicide but went into exile,
this vime ro Chile in 1941, He rerurned ro Mexico in 1944,
supported by the ULS, government as part of its wartime pol-
icy of attempting to Toster Pan-American sofidarivy by enlist-
ing Latin American artsts in the campaign against fascism,
At this time Siqueiros received the support of the Rockefeller
Foundation for a painting of José Mard and Abraham Lin-
coln, Tive Maountain Peaks of America,

In the postwar period there was an increase in con-
struction, giving new life vo mural painting, Siqueiros began
bur did not complere Patricians and Parricign Kitlers and
Monument to General lgnacio Allende in a former convent in
San Miguel de Allende, where he was reaching in an interna-
tional art student school. He also painted several works on
the Aztee hero, Cuauhremoc. On an exterior wall of the
administration building of the national universivy, he created
a striking, three-dimensional “sculpture painting,” The People
i the University and the University to the People. Nonetheless,
despire his fame, he was imprisoned from 1960 to 1964 dur-
ing a period of anti-Communist fervor under the government
of Adolfo Lépez Mateos. While incarcerated he continued to
paint and had an exhibition of his “prison paintings” several
weeks alver his release.

Among his final ourdoor murals in Mexico City werce
From Porfirie to the Revolution, The March of Humanity, and
Homuage to Diego Rivera, José Clemente Qrozeo, José Guadalupe
Fosada, Leopoldo Méndez, Dr. Ael Fe even did an easel
painting, Christ, now in the Vatican Museum. He died in

Cuernavaca on January 6, 1974, Fle was married 1o Anpélica
Arenal and had one daughter.

The best murals of Siqueiros are memorable for their
vivid coloring and sweeping visual impact, dramatically involv-
ing the viewer. They often are dominated by his ideological
perspective because he always was committed to the idea chat
revolution required a revelutionary art. Although he consid-
cred his murals his most important works, it was through his
easel painting that he survived fhnancially, Moreover, these
smaller works often reveal a more sensitive, insightful arist,
and have significantly contribured to his reputation.
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SISTEMA ALIMENTARI

-
['he Sistema Alimentario Mexicano {Mexican Food System)
was an innovative policy reform chae atcempred both o
regain national grain self-sufficiency and to reduce hunger in
Mexico. Knewn as the SAM, its serategy was to use perro-
Jeum revenues to invigorare peasane agriculoure and o make
basic foods more accessible to low-income consuniers, At a
time when the ULS, government was using food expores as an
intermational policical weapon and Mexico was rejearing
entry into General Agreement on Tanifls and Trade (GATT),
the SAM (:hzl“cngcd the neoclassical economic doctrine of
comparative advantage. Because of its heavy reliance on sub-
sidics, however, it did nor ocudive the oif boom. The SAM
was anpounced on March 18, 1980, the 42d anniversary of

the oil maronatizaien, and it ended in 1982 with che close of

i
the administration of President José Loper Poreillo.
The SANM was parc of the broader project of natienalist

cconomic development pursucd 1))) ﬁhi{'iin;}, coalitions of
‘

0 MEXICANO (SAM)

entreprencurial and populist state managers between 1971
and 1982, Although the SAM's focus on agricultural issues
reflected the polirical saalemate over whether to roll back or
deepen the agrarian reform, it was the last comprehensive
sovernment policy intended to make family farming cco-
nomically viable.

The SAM strazegy was an umbrella for a wide range of
SOVEITHNENT IrOgranis, enrried aur mainly 3.)}' Mexicos then
large wray of ste-owned enerprises invalved in agriculture
and agro-industry, Three kinds of programs made up the core
of the seravegy. Firse, SAM aimed subsidies for producer
inpurs {mainly credit and agrochemicals) at increasing grain
vields in rain-fed arens. Second, SAM increased government
crop procurement prices in an effore ro increase the area sawn
and amount markered, Third, SAM increased the number of
subsidized retail food distriburion programs, aimed ar making

staple foods more accessible 1o the urban and rural poor



In pracrice, much of the SAM implementation was
deminated by government agencies with priorities thar difs
fered from the reform’s archiects. Mose agriculearal pro-
grams delivered more resources to raditionally favored elives
inside and outside the stte, although middle peasants wich
surplus-producing porential also gained grearer access o
inpurs and support prices. Not ail food policy implementa-
tion was “more of the same,” however. The Peasant Store
program, organized joincly by the state grain company
CONASUPO and the antipoverty program COPLAMAR,
targeted consumer subsidies to millions of rural poor for the
first time. Most importantly, the village stores deliberately
pramoted the creation of regional consumer associations to
encourage accountable program implementation. Withour
the combination of pressure both from above and from
below, the food rarely would have been delivered to the vil-
lage stores. Many of these regional associations gained rela-
tive autonomy from the state, and cheir mobilization ensured
the survival of the program for at least a decade after the end
of the Lépez Portillo administration. This de facto coalition
berween autonomous social organizations and reformist offi-
cials was the firse national experience with what would come
to be called concertacidn social,
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SOCIAL CATHOLICISM

Social Catholicism denotes a common vision or ideology
constituced through the collective actions of a mulriplicity of
individuals, organizations, and movements that sought to
challenge the path roward a secularized society set by nine-
tcenth-century liberal referm. Although such movements
were common in much of the Catholic world, in Mexico
social Catholicism emerged as a political foree in the early-
twentieth-century centext of revelution and reconstruction.
Roughly berween 1900 and 1926 a mulriplicity of locally
constituted movements sought vo reestablish the basis for
religious influence i public life chrough an orchodox adher-
ence to Cacholic dogma and a progressive critique of liberal
socicty. Inicially, the parish structure became the organiza-
tional means and space for these movements, providing a
constituency as well, Bur by the 19205 a sirong emphasis on
professional associarions such as labor unions pushed social
Carholic iniviatives ro adopr broader spacial paramerers.
Historically, secial Carholicism became defined in
three moments, through three different political realms, T
first was defined through the Varean, as it adjusted 1o the
French Revoludion and the postcolonial realignment of
church-seare relations in Larin Amecrica, The Varican view is

carefully plored through a series of Tue-ninercenth-century

papal encyclicals that present a critique of modern sociery
including a condemnation of socialism, adherence to the
Summa Theologicn of St. Thomas Aquinas, the conception of
a Christian state, a defense of waorkers, and other contempo-
rary themes. Second, it was defined through the Mexican
Episcopate, as it adjusted to the liberal reforms of 1857
through 1867, Finally, ic was defined through the lower
clergy and laity, both of which were focal intermediarics
berween church hierarchy and the masses of Catholic Mexi-
cans. In all cases, the Revolutionary process after 1910 rrans-
formed the spaces of social action; however, the Revolution
shouid not be understood as a point of closure or the end of
an era. The end of social Catholicism in Mexico was instead
set in the context of the 1926-29 Cristero Rebeltion.

Seme authors distinguish “civic” acrion within the
broader category of social action. In rhis scheme, cvic acoon
percaing more directly o party politics, while social action
posed che applicadon of Christian principles directly o soci-
ery's masses in the hopes of avraciing men {principally]) w
the church through nonsacred means, This stratepy sought to
strengrhen the parish structure as the basis of Cacholic reli-
giosity and authority, and to articulate social acrion within

. . < . . L
civil sociery dhirough Cadholic organizadions directed by laity,
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