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'lltc Slrtt.,¿glc lor Atrcurtlnbìlitt1: I'hc INo d llnr¡lc, NGOs nn¡1 Or¡ss¡at¡ts Mot¡t.-
///o7ls, c.ì ited by ìona{lr¡n A. lÌrx ¿rnd 1.. David ll.r¡r,r,¡r. (1996). CaDrbr.icl¡¡c: Ml l-
I'r'css.570 ¡: ¡,. lìì32.(10 (pa¡ruback).

'l hrs lxrok ft)ct¡scs o¡r thc l'c¡l('ni hislor.jcs ol cf,ft)rts b)/ non¡¡ovcutrnrcnlol
orgar'ì ìziì l ions (N(ìOs) ancl oll'ìcr civil socicty iìctor.s lo ht¡kl lhc'\4/orld ll¡nk
molc ¡ccor¡n(able¡ for thc social ¿lld cnviì.on)llc'ttal cotìsc(lucnces of ils lll.o-
jccts. llriìrging togcthcrr a d iVcrsc llrot¡p of 12 author.s (ci]rrsistin¡¡ ()f a r:()urbina-
tion of ac¡clcnr jcs and N GO activjsts fl om nor.th and sou lh), llìis js a tolrìrj.la-
Lrlc volunrc i¡r icrrìls of its size a¡r.l scopo. Its I ll ch;tl)tcl.s a le d iv jdc.cl i¡l to three
b¡o¡cl sr:clio¡rs. 'l'he book bcgins wilh [\,vo c]ìiìp{l:ls tlì¡t rÌrafr out difi:crcnt
f{)luls ol: Irnrìsnatiorr¡] N(lO coaliiions an¡l il.acc NCo adr,<lc¿rcy aÌtl:'.o¿rclrcs
Ia n¡3irrg floDr con fr'ontiì tio¡l ¡11d pt otcst to opcriì iionaIcollabol¡ ii()l. l'hca¡ral-
ysìs by lanc Covcy oì r'cce|ltJy evolvjtìfì irÌtcr.l'rlcd i¡ tcl for.rììs of "cl.ilic¿ìl c()op-
{'¡,ìlir,rì" i\ l'.rrli, rrl,rlly irrsi¡;lrttrrl.

I'hr'- sr¡cclld scctiolr of thc book prcsctìts loul c;ìsc tjtuclics of tt,altsnatjorr¿rl
N(ì() aLl vric¿c)' coa lìtions j11 rcl¡ ljon tL¡ Wor.lcl IJank prcjccis in IntlonL,$iiì, lh(l
l)hili¡.rpinc's, ììr'azil, ancl lìcuador; ttrìciull varyinnl str.atcgics ancl lcvcls ofsuc-
ccss. 'l'hjs is firlklvccl b¡, ir ¡utr,r,,. fivc chaptc¡-s that auall,zt thc chôÌìgjnlì
¡roliccs of tire Wor'ld lJank jlt iclatiolt lo ccnlr¿ìl issrres such as ìDvoJuntat.y
lcscitlcl)rcn1, tlrc lights of ìndìgcnr'rtrs pcoplc, a¡cl ¡cccss [() waicr lesoruccs.
'l'hc volume g()cs otì to cxùl'uillc thc ways in rvhich lltc bank ltas ¡ltcl)lpte.l
¡-rtoccclulal ¡cfollls in rdation 10 its iìacourì labilj ty rrrr'clr¿¡risltrs--tlrc itrfol.-
iro lron d isclctsrr lc'policy o rrci thc cl:¿r lion of an lrrspcctìon l)anc1. Accor.cì itr13 to
I.,ori Udall, it ìs "too carìy to te1l" hou, far the lôttcr.is ilrìproviìrg transpar.cncy.
ì:rinally, Lhc l¿rst two chilp[eJs clraw conch¡siolls in rc]âtion io lwo ccntr.¡ìì
rcsc¿lrclì .lucstions: I-Ia\/c thr: canlp¿ìi1ìlrs ilrflucrrccd policics alìd pt.ojccts, anrl
hou, f¡r'cijd lLìe c¡m¡)iìi!',rìs Icl)r.escnt th()sc clir.cct)y alfcctccl?

'l"irc.'¡uthors ¡sscss lhc qL¡cstìorì ol)¡ccoLìlltôbilily by exalrjtìillfl, i,lìctìlct.
thc baDk ha s co¡rplicLì w jllt its on,tr sor.i¡ l ¡ rrd r.lr v il olrulenl,rl r.efornr goals. A
kcy sh cngth of thc book is tha t iL sccks to conslÌ.uct ¿r'ì eìr pir.icaì11, gr.orrtrcìccl
co¡rcc'ptll¿r I fliì r'n (.r\ ,olk itì \\,1ì jcll ilìc ôL-r:ot¡n1¡bjlib¡ r¡l la l.rìt¡ Lrr¡ I ca r¡cl.acics sr.rcll
¡sihcWollcllla¡rkc¡nbe ¡nalyzcrl. lht ho'r1.. issrrc, r'ssfr¡ì irrhrri[lingarrintc:.-
¡¡c'Iivo fra¡rcr,r,or]< b¡srrl on ¡ h¡ct¡s on "transnalictlral b¡rgainìl¡1 over. r.esour.cr:s
u,ìth,n ar'ìd bcLl,r,ecl¡ tht.cc ì'ltct.se.tirì)i .ì¡.('ìì.1s.tltù rvilr'Ll,s ìr,,r,Jin¡Ì rlrtc,nìit-
lionaì dt'r,cìo¡:lrcnt ¡gclc)/, cJi\,!.rsc 11iìliorl stat{ls, illld inct.cilsingly [r-lnstra-
tìon¡l civ il socictjcs" (r. 536).'l'hc. dat¿r shor¡: hor,r, ¡ll lhlr:c ¡ r.cìtiìs ,-clìriì in jntcr-
nally Ll irr icl ccl ovr:r' issr.tcs ol:suslilltâble d cvclopnretì{ illld Itu L:Ìic it cìcor rrr tabilìl1r
'l'l-rc. casr¡s disct¡ssctcl itr llrc bool< slrrtr,r,a hi¡Jt dq¡r'cc of r'¡t.i¡ti{)n in outcoùlcs
(Ânjlr lll inNcpal u,ascnrccllccl¡f{(,r'¡sl¡((cssfr¡l ,Jl)lll¡ifll, rvìr,.r'cas l-ìt¡j-
l¡ntJ's l)al< N4 r.¡r'r ll¡nt r.r,¡s ,ltclcl\¡ rcsisicd, r,r,ilh ir r.r:drrctio¡ in ihc nonlbor.ol:
j)('ol)lc clispl¡ùtd)ltcclrrsr,'bargi:iitln¡j ilil.l Ircg(JIittior\ ¡.rnrfrrsstts iar lti,sccrr
l() crl ¡f)-oss ¡ìì ihloo sc'l:i oj:¡cll¡l in hi¡ìhl1,coiri0xt s¡rL:ajji. \\,¡\¡s
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'l'his js qu itc 1lìc )11osI dcta iled a rrd syslcma lic cx¡:r lo|¡tion of Ihcsc c()r),)¡rlcx
thcrlcsth¡th¿rssolarr)'r¿ìdcilinioPlint. I'he boo k D1 ¡ r ôgcs lo ltlcs(Ìrìl dct¡ jìcd

l.nicr'olcVel stLrclies Lrl thc cffolts 0f N(ìOs to b:'ìng abrrrrt irìstitu (ion¿ìl ¿Ìnrl Pol-
rcy clrarrgc u,illrjì lhc bark, LrL¡t ¡l tlìc sar)ìc tjrllc, scvcl¡l ofrthc ¡ulhols ilt'c
ab1c, rr.'itìr bloldcr br-uslr stn¡kr:s, to lri¿¡l<c il'r¡ror,¡ ljvr: ljlti(s lo cLlfrcJlt thcot eli
c¡l clc'l¡¡lcs. l ìris is orro of lhc l¡ook's l<c)¡shcr'ì¡ì1lìs, bcc¡L.rsc dcsPitc thc gro\4,-
i¡¡1 litotrlrrre on N(ìOs ancl clovc'lr¡l¡¡¡c¡ri Polir:), th(,r'(,r ¡r'c \/cr')1 f{ì\ti (tilscs o1:

cr'rtrPa ra tivc, high-qr¡iìlill/ rcs(,Ìiì ì clì-bâscd l{oIk. Much of ilìc d cl:ra ic ¡Ìroû I llì('
¿rccotìnt¡bìljty of the \4(r¡ lcl llanl< ìs l'r'cqucntly contluclcd wilh cotlside)ablc
l)¿ìssicllr IJut \,villì r'clalivcìy tc\nr' halci facts. lhcl cha¡rtcr'[r), I.itx ¡llt chatr¡;irr¡3
lc'sottlenlcrìt l)olicy shorvs r:leally i¡ìPoÌt¿uri diffclorccs bct\ /celr "r'r'lì.rriz¡-
tional lcarrirìfl" ârì(l "orÍl¡¡1iz¡tion¿ìl adnptalio¡ì" ¡lld ptcÌser'ìts cvi<letrce lct

show th¡ t thc bank's obsci verl shifts i¡ tlris iìtc¿r h¡rvc been freqLrcÌr'ì ti), d fiverl
lrolr: by a sc[ of cxtel iraì prcssr] r'cs ¡nd slìori-tcrl'n ncgotjil tcd t esl)o)ìsos lltðn
by ì'cal insights iìnd lÌrtclnalizetì clìalrgc b¡secl c¡r ìlrcle¿rsed t(]spcct lot pco-
pJc's r'ìghts.

Yct tlrr: l¡ook lcrrra ins a balarrccd onc, wit¡t no il]usiolls ôbou t,:ithc: lhct¡¡¡tI<
oI thc N(ìOs sccrking to influt:rrcc jt. As uright bc exPected, Fox ¡¡rcl Iìt¡n,n
cor¡clr¡dc tlr¡l "\A/orlcl ìllrrk prâcticc slill f¡lls fal sholt ol its plouriscs fol
refonr'ì," but ¿ìl tlìc s¡r)'ìc tilì0, th(Ì eLìitors l)oìrìt out that tlansnationâl civil
socict), co¿litions ¡rc slili solnc\a,1.ìfl1 "thin on tlìe grourìd." ììÓr l¡c ch.rrr6r's ill
lhc Wollcl ìlank to 8â11'ìc' lhc ll.ì ol'ìl entlr ì'lr ncerlccl to tr'¿ìnslatc ir'ìt(l sig ific¡r'Ìt
pr-olllcss low¡rd accot¡ rr tabìlity within poìicy ¡rrd plilciice, the,lL¡tlìors ¡ì gL¡c
thill lcfofrrist clc'lrìents u,iLhi ihe bank will ì'cquite sllolìgcl c{)¡litions wilh
fìio-¡ccorìntability fi¡r'ces u,ithjn both statc iììt(l (ivil s{)ci(rty. Sinr--e thc: bot:k
u,¿s pu[rlishccl, thc¡e u'jll bc thosc rrlro r'r,ill ar¡juc t]ìaL, post-Scattlc-, u,i: r'nay
havc D'lc¡r,cd irlto r r'ìe\,v ph¡se ofglebol civìl socicly actìon in Iclatiotì to illtcl-
n¡tional fin¡¡.rci¡l iustilutìo¡ls. Nevc¡.thcless, []ìc cor'ìcc ts hi¡¡hJìghtctì hclc
lcnlain ir'ìrpol [¡nl and 1ìrlcìy. 'Iltis book catr bc highly recollntcnclcc] to iuìy-
onc sc:r:kirrg a scholally arrd pctìc{rating shrdy of thcsc coltrurvc,.rsìaI issr¡c's.

,i¡ i, 1,)trr¡ rl n,¡,,r, jl ); rr lìnr'.'/ir¡1,':Jr, tr,1i;¡, t',lrl, ¡rrrii ri/i /.¿rtrr.
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