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l]y JoN¡rHnF¡ Fox

'/.itl.s ¿'.r5¡¡1, tlnt¡,s.lrotn dt1 (xlctrtiy( l)a(k
gntrtrttl lttr!,(r ltrrl,iltcl .lttr: "Àfc.rir'¡¡il

NI igrtt rr t (,i t,i c ø ttl l)ol il iu I l)tt rl iti¡t tt t io t r,"
Noxt¡tl¡cr 4 5, ¿005, ( .o s¡tortsortl 15,

tltt Ltttitt Antüi(tut tttttl l.ttlitto.\ll¿li'.r
l)tltttrl tnt't¡1, I ittiyrrsilt, ol ( ,ttli_lorn irt,

.\rlr¡lrl ( ,ruz,ttttl lltr ,\ltxico lttstilulc ttttrl
I)tl,tstott t¡l I Ìntlctl 5/¡rlr's .\-/rrrlrr'-\ (ú llr('
\\toorlntw ll/r/..oir I ttlcrttttiottttl ( .ttttcr
/rl .Sr'/rrrl,tr'-.. l':or tltt.frtll vt:tsi()n, x'itlt rrl-
('t1'tl('('s tturl .li¡t¡lnttlts, rls lrr'// us llttt¡ttt!
it l¡ttt l;et ttttntl ¡trt¡t1'¡ t :( ('. 'n'lllr'. l,i/.\()/l
, t ,tl, t ,t¡,,'ilti\'t tt¡tll,tti lì, ì¡',tlì,ttt

\Mhite and Black
llv Irr¡ KÂTZNrr,s()N

ut't'ic.ule K¡tlina's r,ioletit rl'i¡ì(ls ¡ll(l w¿ìters tole ilwiì!'thc sllrcrtrtis lllrrt
or dirt¡rily rnlsk tlre cot¡ntl'y's l'rrci¡l pattcrrr of pol'erty arrtl lrcglcct.
t.lrlrlerst.urrl¡bly, nrost colnllìent¡tors locrrscil olt t[ìe \\,ocfuI t'edcr;rl le

sl)otlse. Othets, trrkirrg ir lottger'\¡ierv, yeanlecl tbr I brrrst of ¿ctivisltl l)¿ìttert)c(l
orl tlìe Nerv l)c¡1. lJtrt th¡t nostalgi.ì rr'r¡rrires a [rerrvy rlose ol'lristo¡ic¡l ¿lllncsi.t.
It ¡lso nlisses tlle'ch¡lrce to conÌe to telrììs lvitll horv the f'cderrrl goverrrrrrerrl ir.t

thc 1930s anrl 1940s contributc.d to the persistcnce of trvo Anrericrrs.

hr Jt¡ne l9ó5, lrresirlent l.yn(lorì johnsorr ¡skcd in a su'eepirrg rulcl assertil'e ¡tldlcss
rvhy the blnck poPrrl¡tior¡ of tllr' Ihritr'd St¡tes [rld f¡llcn everr tìrrther lrehinr{ thc
courìtry's rvhite nrajority dtn'irrg the trvo decac'les since the elld of tlle Secollci \Volld
War, <lespite the era's sr.tstiìirìed rì¿ìliollill ¡.rlosperity. Corrceclíng that'we are rìot colì1 ,

pletely sure why this is', he stressed tlte need to adopt bolrl new policies of afhrnl¡tive
octiorì to rerrtecly the clisabilities fbllorving froll tlvo c(.ntrtries of o¡l¡r¡6s5i6¡¡.

lollnsc'lr tnissctl the cllrurce to srry horv tbe rnajor policies of thc Nelv l.)eal anil F¡ir
l)eal of thc l9lì0s anci 1940s, inflecterl by the Pref'erences of ttre southelrr rvirrg of tlrc.

l)erlloc¡atíc L)¡rtr', llrcl rnassivel)'rrr'lt'ant¡gecl ¿\rnerican !vhites lvhile olten exclud-
irrg r\fì"icarr AI¡lelicans, especiirlly tlre rrrrjority rvho still livcd l<.otrtitttrcd, /hgr: r;J

Mapping Mexican Recognizing m¡grant civil society

Thc nrorc th¿r¡r l0 rnillioll i\{exicans ivllo
live lrllrl rvork in the LJS rc.prescnt rl)proxi-
trtittell,orre irr t'iglrt rrcltrlts ¡'lto tr,cl e [ro.ll
ir r tr4exico.'l'het, nl.so replescnt j.(r'Ì1' of tl lc
I rS 

¡ro¡'¡¡1,11¡¡,n. \\'llilc tltr' ¡¡r'i'u'irrq rrrirri

Irtrr. of N,le.xicrrns in thc LIS ali. rvirlel), rec
ogrrizecl, tlte prc.sc.nce of N,lcxic¡n socicty'

in tllc IJS lrrrs not lreerr rvi<lel¡'rrcktrorr,l
crJqc,l.'l'llou{lt rrrg'rnizt,J tligr'¡ltts rrlt'
tìo\v lltolc I'isiblc tllrul, srt1,, ir tlec;rtle .rgc,,

tlie ftrll lrl e¡dtll irrrtl tir'lrtlr of rrtigrirrtt e'l
lective ¡ctiol is still not rvell ult<iclstoo.l.

tr,l:rn1'tc'ns of thorrs¡nrls nf \'lcricirrr nli
l-t,r.urls itor k toqctlrcr rr'itll tl¡cir lttn:tutos
l,' ¡'r,'¡,,,,1, "¡'lri i( "'t!i':'t",1,.tìri, 1i,l
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Do organized Mexican migrants represent ttre US
branch of Mexican society, or t{re Mexican branch of
US society?

ll.rvirrg rct icrvc.d thesc lbur <iilf'ercrrt iltctìiìs of nrigrrtnt
civil society, lrorv rnight we tlìink irltorrt their relntiolt
strips n'ith LIS cil'il socicty? Is rrrigrirrrt civil society'the (/.\
ltrutttl ry' ,Vft'.tit'o'-r ¡ivil sot:it'.tr,l Or is it tlte Mc.tjr:¿¡ hrnttclt
ol'Il5 tivil soticl¡'? l'he concept of rrrigrirrrt civil societ,v

¡rloposecl llcrc rvorrlcl include botll,
bccrrttse it is tlefìlrecl [r)' the lnigrants
therrselves r¡tllcr tllalt tllr. lt¡tit:rrrrrl
iìr'erìir \\'illìitì rvlrielr lltcy rilc ¡ctive.
Thc llonretowil irssoci¡tiolls rvotrltl
bt'tllc clerresl ex¡r¡lplc of ¡ Lrrrulcll
of ,\4eric¡n civil society tllat is ir,
btrt not nccessrrrilv o/ the LIS, l'hey
llave createrl .r ¡rrrblic sphele tlrirt is

clearly N,fexicrt, not orrly becnt¡se of
its participalrts' nrttioll¡l orisin, br¡t
rllso becirr¡sc. ol its cuIturc., orgnrrizrr-
ti on rr I st vl c, s1,r r rlro I i c rc.tct.cll cr.s arrd
principal countcrp¡rls. lrr corrtrrrst,
fbr ex¡rtlPles ol Nlexic¿ll branches of
tlS cir.il societ),, u'c corrkl look ¡t the
trrrclc rrniolr Ioc¡ls thnt hiì\.e t)ccolnc
lnrr.iority-trr í gra llt an<.'l rrri¡¡r:trrt-led,
as ilr the crrsc of seve.r¡l nrl.ior irglo-
indt¡striirl, service ¡ncl colrstrtrction
r¡rriolrs in Cirlítbrni¡, or tlre plobirlrly
ll u ntlrcrls of' religiorrs con gregatiolrs
th:rt lllrr,e heconle ñle.xicirrr s¡rlces
rvitlìin IJS cllurches.

-ib 
¡rtrrsrre lhis conce¡rttral qrrestion,

olìe lviìy to tllillk aborrt this distillc-
tiol lrctrvecn rrrigralrt civil socicty in
tlrc'LIS vcrsus ol'tlre tlS. is to tllilrk
lrborrt tlr,<¡ rvords ttlrrt rrre rrsttirlly
tteitte(l ¡s sytìoltynìs: r'ln.r.r-üorc/cr'

;u¡ç1 l¡ittttt it¡ttr¡l. I Ie¡ c "cross-borcler"

Mexican Civil Society in the U.S.: Crossborder and Binational

Mappint Mexican Migrant Civil Society Iirx

When orgånized migrants go public-as immigrants,
as wofkers and as Mexicans

/\ lir'\/l)iìrt ol lìrlgirrg cir,il socicty illvolves nli{r'¿rrls "corrr

ìttg otrt" rrs ptr[rlic, collr.ctive ¡ct()rs, rel)rcscrrtirrg tltcrrrsclves
ratllc'r thrrtt relyirtg on nclvoc¿rtcs. l:or exrrr¡rple, rni¡¡;rrrt ot'
qallizations rver c crf lìciall) r'e¡rlq5s¡r¡..1 on tlìe 2003 crt>ss-

coulìtry hntniglrrnt Worker Free<1orn lliclc. 'T'his initialive
*,as led in pirlt by'the broirclest nlulti'rrrci¡l sc.t ol LIS cit'il

S ('ir il Sulir.lr

\lcr.lr¿rn ( ir il
Sncill r

relers to \4cxic¡n socictt, hroirdll, dcfinecl, loc¡ted both
insirle ¿ncl c'Lltsicle tlre ¡rhysical lrortlt.rs oi thc horrreland.

"llirrrrliorr:r1." in c<rlrtr¡st, rvoultl reti'r to being o/ both rrrr

tiott:i, ;tlì ovo'lrrppirtq slllrc¡c o¡ slì¡cc of' c6llt erqcllcc, ilt
rvhicll civil socj€'1t ¡ctors ¡re sintrrlt¡ncor¡s11,¡rrrrt ol lroth
N'lcxic¡n alì(l I ìS cir,il societies.

l f' "cross l.ortlcr'" r'clìr's tt, "¿ pco[rler r'livi.lcrl lrv ¡ bolrler'," as

Ncrv \trrl<'s'li'1t¡1',1. ¡\ssoci¡tir¡lt ¡rrrf it, tlrcn "[rin:rtioll¡1" t'r.

Icls to tlrgrrrinq rvi/i, Ixttlt:¡¡cit'lirs ul lltr stttttt /i¡l¡r'. lll tllis
s(.rìse, il nìtgrrìt)l ( tvil s()cicty thrrl is crrt.rgecl ¡cross lrorder.s
lìtr) ()l ttì.t)' lt()t bc crruirgcr'l billali<ttrrrllr'.

Crossborder Mexican MiÉrant
CivllSociety

Binational Mexican Mlgrant
Civll Society

society orc¡niz¡tions thc tr¿clc unioll luor,enlerrt.'flris
cortvergellcr. was nlrtlc possilrle, irr trrnr, by the grow-
ing voicc rtntl clorrt of l-¡tino le¿rclcrs n'ithi¡r the IJS l¡bor
nrovcr'ìl('rìt -- nìost llotll'rlv ilt Crtlifonli¡. In sc.vel'¡l ¡re¡s of
recent ,\{exic;tn settlcr¡tcllt in thc tlS, sr¡clì ¡s Nrsln'illc, tlle
Frt'edollr lìitlc perrrritted rligrant org¿uìiz¿ìtions t<l becontc

Pt¡trlic actors f or tlrc fìrst ti¡ne.

ln corrtrrrst to rvlt¡[ c(ruld l)c crrllccl tlle lr¡ecrl<illl lìitle's "in
legr;ttiotr slriìter¡v,",\leric¡n tìligtrìnt-led orqiìlìiziìtiolìs ¡lsL)

c()r)struct.rrrd de¡loy tlleil' ¡rrll collective iclentities rrs tlttir
Pritttirrl, brtsis fbr clairrrirrg iì sl)iìcc irr tlre prrtrlir'sPtlere. lior'
er;rrrt¡rle, rrot long iriter tlre Ft'ecdor¡t llicle, tlle t\st¡tiucititt
'lt'1tt:¡,trt rr Nerr' \brk [rrsccl, \,fexic¡ll fritll birscr'l nlc'ul

\ ('it il Sotit'lt
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\\'clc itcrtl)tc(1. \ct tllesc ntllllrcls ruc lcss strr'¡rrisirrg lvlrcrr
orìc t¡ke s tlrc tlitrrrttirr¡¡ ¡r'ocedrrrll rrucl politicrrl obstilcles
into ¡ccr-rt¡nt.

,\'lcxito's ('lcclor.ìl irutlì()ritics lrrrvt bce.n vr.t')'caulious ill)out
rìrì)/ tìte ì{ru c\ lh;rl rrrigltt r';rise tlrrestiorìs iìl)out t[rc. sc'crrrity
<ll'¡ tt¡tioltitl voting prorcss tlt. t orr11, r'ccctrtly |t¡s ¡,olt the
trtrst ol'thc clcctorrtte . \4e-rico's corrgress also [rtrilt lleusr¡res
ìllto tlle lun,th:rt rvc.r'e clcsigrrcr,l to lintit tltc ¡rossilrility of
ertclll¡l írrtcl ventiolt irr ¡ll extlatet'ritori¡l votilìg Proúess.
As a rcstrlt, onh'thosc lììiqr.rnts lvho al-
lc,r,lt llcl.l ,r \'le rit,ul r trtcr l t'gistr :rlioll
c¡r'tl coultì trsc tllc. lle.rt' r,'ote-t¡v-nl;ril
svst('tì1, rtllích rrlso re.qrrit'ccl tlrc scnd
itlg ol copics ol llle c¡rd [r), 

''.'*'t,.r.Unr¿il. lbliticirl olrst¡cles inclrrcletl a b¡n
(rrì \Ie\iciìrì Politir.rl l)iu't)' ol crrrrr prri grr

¿ctil'itr,' aLrlo¡tl.'l'his c.xperirnerìt i¡ì lìti-
tlI.ìllt votillg l)oscs a ¡rrrt'aclox, its s¡ggcst-
ccl by a rccc'rìt /.().\ Ár¡lrrlr:-s 7 il¡¿r.s editori¡l

^ 
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"col¡tNc; oul " As pLrllLrc,
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Mapping Mexican Mlgrant Civil Society Iirx

rcsirlc¡lts.'l'lle' reasons lbr tlreir exclrrsion rrle clilìelent, ¡s
arc their ¡rossible pathrvnys to inclrrsio¡r.

5. \Vrt,lr AIìL 1'Hr ()tìSf¡\cr.t,s lo I iS <:r'¡ lz¡..Nsutp tì()¡{

\'l rx Ic,r N p Ell\r ¡\ N E,N1' t¡r.sl o r.¡¡'rs?

lrt arty cliscrrssion cil' iurtrriglant irrte¡4,rirtion, ,\{exicirrrs
stillcl ottt irr pirrt [rtcatrse ol'rvhirt collservative lt¡ìtiolì¡1,
ists ¡rç¡ç¡il,c as the ir insul¿l'itv. They ¡roirrt to lorver rrtes
ol' lliltrrrrrlizatíon, E rrglish lan grr irge ircqtrisitiolì ¡ncl sociirl

rrrobility colrìp0red to other n¡tion¡l
origin grotr¡rs, ¡s rvell as persistctrt ¡rritle'
in tlleir lnngunge alttl ethnicity. Thcsr.
clitics s('e tlrc l.rrge co¡lcclltr¡tiolts ol'
Spnrrish-speakirrg iurrrri¡¡Larrts ilr rrrajor
cities as an inherelrt hillclrance to the
krrci ol assinrilation ttrat they associ,

ate rvith ínte'grrrtiolr into [JS societ"y.\tt
ìleu¡ f'onìrs of irrteglatiorr rìny be evoh'-
ing. It is ¡rossible thnt these cotìtrììuni-

{Se¡r1. 21, 2005), lìe'c.rllirrg <lissiclent losé Vrsconcelos' 1928

Ir'esirlcnti¡l crrrrr¡rrriun in tlte US, tlte editors notetl that bc,
fìrlc ¡\lc'xiciul rììiqrrìnts hatl thc risllt to vote, they corrlr-l r.lo

politics fì.r'clr,ilt ttlc LJS. Norv th;rt they Iravc the vote, tlrey
;rre plohibitcd tionl tloing ¡rolitics.

\\'h¿t is cleirr is that siteu thc collstraillts orr ñ[ericatr.¡ro-
lític¡l P¡r'tv ¡ctivities irl thc. lJS, nlillì'iìltts rvill havc to cle-

l)ctì(l .ìltlìost e xcltrsively oll l.lS Spruliclr larrgrrage. lnedilr to
llc irltorltletl |irrtici1l¡nts irr the ¡rrocess, rrntlerscoring tlre
cr itic;rl lolc thr.sc. (lr¡llcts lìet lonì).

4. [{<;u' cz\N lrtsENFtìANct{tsr..t) MIcRANTs Gr\lN poLITI-
(l¿\ l. l{ U.l)lì ESIlNT,\Tl ()N?

'['hc issrrc of llorv rnigraltts calt girin ¡roliticrrl rcl)¡eserìtâ.
tio¡r posc's rr lrtrzzle. Iltlrey l¡ck votirlg rights in lhcir Ilost
coultlry, tllcn hrtst coulìtry ¡r<lliticians h¡ve little c.lector¡l
illcerrlive to nlirkc tlre political investntellt ltecessiÌry to
ctrfi¡ncltisc. thenl. If they also l;rck voting riglrts in their
ùountl'y ol origin, tlren tlreir hol.rrc. cornltr y politicirrns n,ill
lrck ¡rsliliç¡1 incentivcs to enfì'¡lrchisc therl. This prcscnts
ir'clricken :rrrti egg'problertr-r¡liqr¡rrts rìeed to gairr elc.c-

trlt rrl clottt f or' ¡r<¡li1i¡l¡¡1s to |¡\, irtlcrrtiorr, I'ct thcy rreecl

¡roliticirrrrs to l)r\,¡tlcntioÌt lo get elector¡rl clorrt.

In ,\,lcxico, tlle lecellt irpplov.rl of the ¡lrselltee lrrtll<it repre,
sctìts.r lìrsl stc.p t<tu,¡ri'ls ()\¡€'rconting this prolrlenr, tlrorrgh
ll)c stl t¡cttlrc ol'tltc votitrg l)roccss is likcli. l<' ell<:cittr¡g,e lorv
lln'lìout. ln tllt' IIS, tllc rrrlrcPre'sentcd ¡roptrl;rliotr is lrrrgc
ittt<l glotvirrg. l¡l (l¿lifbl lli;r, lirl t,x.rrrrple,2O')1t of.tlte ¡rlrrlt
lì()l)ttiitti()tì i,tcks lllc t'tgltt to volt'. l llc tlisctrrstvc lr¡nle <tf

"nr.rrr citizerr t llll ir¡lt llisclnerrl" .lrrrllcrr¡¡e.s tltc s\,slctìtic po
litic¡l cxclr¡sicrrr of inllniiìrirrrls, Lrrrt ¡lso [>lr¡r's tlìe (listinc
tiorr lrr,lrvet'rr rnlrloe runt ntcrl irlrniqr;lìls irrlrl Icnìì.ìllclìt

ties oltþr a c¡ilicill nrnss lvitlrirr rvhich rrerv fbrrns ol civic,
sociaì ¡lrd political erìlliìgernent c¿n eluerse, prrblic s¡rheres
irr rvbich N'lexicnrrs can botlì continue to [rc' Vf eric¡lrs .rnd
joirr t /S societ)' irt tllc srtrnc tinre.

N¡ttrrnliz¡tic'rn is I clrrssic iltdicirtor olengtrgerrrent r.r'ith US

socíety, in tlle social sciellce sensc tlt¡t the srrccesstìrl acqrri,
sition oicitieenship is also correl¡tcd lvith other inclicatcirs
of irttc'grirtion. Mexicall lnigrants hrrve long nirtrrr¡lized irt
lowcr r¡tes tharr other n¡tio¡tal origin grorrps, tìtìd ltiìturitl-
ization rates iìnìonll eli¡¡ible legrrl ¡>errnarrelìt l'esidet)ts v¿ry
significnntly ¿rcross ltirtional oligin gl'or.rps.,Accordirrg to a

key strrrly by the Llrban Institute, the percerrtrrgc. of'Asialts
\vho lìad arlopted LJS citizenship in 1995 lr,¿ts 5(r%r. Alllol)g
non-Mexican [,atin Arneric:ìr]s tlìc rrìte w¡s 40%'. Anrong
ñlexican leg;rl reside'nts, orrly l9(X, h¡cl taken orrt citizerrslrip
in 1995. Lìy 200 l, rrll these rates went ul)-to (r7(Zr atììolìg
¡\sirlns, to -58(/o iìlrìorìg non-Mexican Latin Arlrericans, witlr
the ratc' ¿ìnìong i\{exicrrns alnlost tioubling to 34%,. T'his
tlatr strggest tn,o disti¡lct trencls-fìrst, the persistent /rrt
rlurong Mexicans colnparr.(l to ilrrnrigrarrts of otlrel lla-
tionllitics, rrrr<l sccorrd, the shrrrp ri.r¿r in theil n¡tur¡liz¡
tiolr rittes rvithill iì rerììarkâLrly slrort ¡reliod of tinre.'l'hese
trencls appear to be contrarlictorl,. \V[rrrt fìctors crll e.rplirírr
lroth contint¡ity nrrrl clt¡nue?

C)¡le cotrld intelpret the conrbinrrtion of' corrtirrrrity, arrd
chrurge ilr n¡ttrr¡lizatiorl rates i¡r tenns of trvo sinltrltalleous
trerr<ls. ()n tlle orre ll¿ncl, ill ¡ colrtcxt ill n,llich llrc tl<¡nri.
rìrìtll l)(ìliti(iìl cttltut't's iti lr<¡th coulrtrir's c(ìtìtitìuc t(ì ìr'
q Lrilc PcoPle to clloosc - t'ithcr' ¡'ou ¡re Nlexicrr¡ r or vorr il rc
,'\llleric¡ll, lrtt¡ 1,¡r¡¡ t'all't lre lrotlt trl,rlly 14t'ricltlts ill tlle
i lS lv¡nt lo livc ¡ncl lvtlrk llele n'ltile contintrirrg tcr irlcrrtilj,
¡s Nlcxic.ul.'l'lre per.sistetìt p¡r¡1,¡¡ ol' tlre ¡rolitierrl ctrltur e

<¡f rr¡ti<rlrrlisrtt t¡tt lxtlh ..irlr... corrld |¡l tl), rrccorult lirr tlrc

l)('r'sistcl¡l l.tg irr rrrrtttlaliz.rtiorr r ¡lcs. ()rì tllc otllcr ll¡ll.l, in

ì. /.r¡1¡ .)l \t,lr\r; .!(ìo(t
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